
Exploring Reconnecting 

Communities
SIOBHÁN MITCHELL
JANUARY 17, 2024



ADD CLIENT NAME 2

Agenda

• Introductions
• What is Reconnecting 

Communities and Spatial 
Equity?

• Research Question 
• Methodology

• Case Studies 
• Key Findings
• A “Human By Design” 

approach to measuring 
value

• Discussion 
• How does this connect 

to Perkins Eastman’s 
work? 

• Q & A
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Introduction

Denison University Georgetown University El Colegio de la Frontera 
Sur, Chiapas, MX

NYC Parks

DESIGN AND WELLNESS FELLOW 2023
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Panel

Douglas Kate Nasra Mindy Hanna 
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Research Question
HOW CAN WE USE THE SPATIAL EQUITY FRAMEWORK TO EXPLORE THE 
IMPACT OF RECONNECTING COMMUNITIES?
HOW CAN PERKINS EASTMAN USE THIS APPROACH TO COMMUNICATE THE 
BENEFIT OF THE HUMAN BY DESIGN APPROACH? 
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American Urban Planning & Auto Centric Infrastructure 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
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Reconnecting Communities 
US DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqO2r5RpPKE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fhubblecontent.osi.office.net%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
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Spatial Equity NYC 
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES & MIT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSGOYpNTc8k&t=4s
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Research Question
HOW CAN WE USE THE SPATIAL EQUITY FRAMEWORK TO EXPLORE THE 
IMPACT OF RECONNECTING COMMUNITIES?
HOW CAN PERKINS EASTMAN USE THIS APPROACH TO COMMUNICATE THE 
BENEFIT OF THE HUMAN BY DESIGN APPROACH? 
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Research Process
• Interviews with PE team (Vancouver, Oakland, 

Washington, DC, Los Angeles)
• Seattle John Lewis Memorial Bridge
• Kennedy Center Greenway 
• Pasadena I-710 

• Review federal RCP guidance, criteria, and 
recipients

• Interview Spatial Equity NYC team
• Develop policy evaluation methodology based on 

health, environment, and mobility indicators 

• Use grant recipients as case studies
• Explore how Perkins Eastman can use the spatial 

equity in Human By Design 



Health Asthma* – 7.7% national average

Noise Pollution – WHO standards

Traffic Fatalities – Vision Zero 

Traffic Injuries – Vision Zero 

Air Pollution – WHO standards 



Environment Surface Temperature

Permeable Surface Area

Tree Canopy – 30% coverage 

Park Access*



Mobility Bike Parking*
Bus Lanes
Bus Speeds
Protected Bike Lanes
Traffic Volume
Public Seating
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Shoreline Drive Gateway – Asthma & 
Park Access Proposal for realignment of Shoreline Dr, 

Shoemaker Bridge, and Cesar Chavez Park

• Realign northbound drive along the 
southbound drive 

• Improve access to 5.5 acres of park 
space 
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Shoreline Drive Gateway – Asthma & 
Park Access Proposal for realignment of Shoreline Dr, 

Shoemaker Bridge, and Cesar Chavez Park

• Realign northbound drive along the 
southbound drive 

• Improve access to 5.5 acres of park 
space 
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Long Branch Pedestrian Tunnel – Bike Parking 

EXISTING LONG BRANCH STATION, NJ
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Health Environment Mobility

• Quality of life 
benefit 

• Vision Zero 
advancement 

• Childhood asthma 
outcomes 

• Climate resiliency 
for extreme 
weather events 

• Park access for 
health  

• More equitable 
access for those 
without a car 

• Climate friendly 
mobility options 

• Active mobility 

Community Benefits of Reconnection & Catalytic Impacts



ADD CLIENT NAME 18Catalyst Connector
Bellevue, WA

John Lewis Memorial Bridge
Seattle, WA



ADD CLIENT NAME 19Catalyst Connector
Bellevue, WA
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Discussion

• What other completed projects have you 
worked on that improved spatial equity?
• Were any of these measures part of 

the design challenge? 
• Were these measured before/during 

the project? 
• Were you interested in measuring 

these indicators on that project?

• Are these indicators incorporated into 
work that does not focus on large-
scale/urban projects? 

Health 
Asthma 
Noise pollution 
Traffic Injuries
Traffic Fatalities
Air Pollution 

Environment
Surface Temperature
Permeable Surface Area
Tree Canopy 
Park Access

Mobility 
Bike Parking
Protected Bike Lanes
Bus Lanes
Bus Speeds
Traffic Volume 
Public Seating 
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Perkins Eastman Projects – 2024 - Reconnecting

KENNEDY CENTER, DC PASADENA I-710

IN PROGRESS
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Discussion 
• How would you use this framework in 

your work? 
• How can Perkins Eastman use spatial 

equity to communicate the value of 
projects?

• How can this work be useful for teams 
that don’t work on large-scale urban 
design projects? 

• How does this research tie to your 
competitive advantage as Perkins 
Eastman? 

• How will these indicators drive the urban 
design/architecture field moving forward?

Health 
Asthma 
Noise pollution 
Traffic Injuries
Traffic Fatalities
Air Pollution 

Environment
Surface Temperature
Permeable Surface Area
Tree Canopy 
Park Access

Mobility 
Bike Parking
Protected Bike Lanes
Bus Lanes
Bus Speeds
Traffic Volume 
Public Seating 
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https://www.segregatedbydesign.com/
https://www.theurbanist.org/2023/05/16/coming-pedestrian-bridges-will-create-invaluable-connections-on-the-eastside/
https://catc.ca.gov/-/media/ctc-media/documents/programs/sccp/fact-sheets/fact-sheets-2022/21-fact-sheet--la-metro--la-i405-shoreline-drive-gateway.pdf
https://thelinknews.net/2023/03/08/long-branch-awarded-additional-900000-in-state-funding-to-move-forward-with-design-of-tunnel-project/
https://www.perkinseastman.com/projects/john-lewis-memorial-bridge-bridge/
https://www.perkinseastman.com/projects/catalyst-connector/
https://www.dezeen.com/2019/09/11/steven-holl-architects-kennedy-center-washington-dc/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/transportation/transportation-improvements/710-northern-stub/
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